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Advocates, State Lawmakers, Chicago Police and Cook County Sheriff
Celebrate 1-Year Anniversary of Karina’s Law

CHICAGO -Today, advocates and survivors of domestic violence, Illinois lawmakers, and Cook
County Sheriff Tom Dart came together to celebrate the one-year anniversary of Karina’s Law.
Karina’s Law strengthened and clarified Illinois law on the firearm remedy within domestic
violence orders of protection.

“Thanks to Karina’s Law, survivors now have clear recourse to request the removal of firearms as
part of their petition for an order of protection to the court,” said Amanda Pyron, president and CEO
of The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence. “Karina’s Law is helping save lives by
equipping judges and law enforcement with the legal tools to safely and legally remove firearms
from those who have caused harm.”

“l have faced my toughest challenges since the loss of my mother, and as we mark the one-year
anniversary of the law, | am grateful for everyone who has walked with me since | began
championing for the passage of Karina’s Law,” said Manny Alvarez, surviving son of Karina Gonzalez,
for whom Karina’s Law is named for.

Supporters of Karina’s Law will gather 6 p.m. Monday night at The Hideout to celebrate the
one-year anniversary of Karina’s Law. The event will honor the courage of survivors, advocates
and law enforcement to not only pass the law, but the present work to implement the law by
recovering firearms from respondents to orders of protection. Tickets are available at the Hideout’s
website.

Speakers include Alvarez, chief Senate sponsor Senator Celina Villanueva, Chicago Police Sgt.
Patrick Roth, Legal Action Chicago attorney Lindsay Miller, and Cook County Sheriff’s Office Deputy
Chief of Staff Geetu Naik. Domestic Violence Division Presiding Judge Judith Rice will also share
pre-recorded remarks. Sophie Sherry, a reporter with the Chicago Sun-Times, will moderate the
panel.

In the one year since Karina’s Law went into effect on May 11, 2025, the Cook County Sheriff’s
Office has recovered 71 firearms between the start of Karina’s Law through April 25 of this year as
part of its office’s work through the Civil Process Unit, which completes the service of orders of
protection upon respondents. The Chicago Police Department recovered 36 firearms as part of
the department’s Karina’s Law protocol, utilizing the Firearm Investigations Team (FIT) to execute
search warrants granted by the court, between May 2025 through Monday, May 11.

The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence has been monitoring the implementation of
Karina’s Law in Cook County and collar counties, including tracking data related to warrants and
firearms recovered, and hosting feedback sessions with legal advocates and attorneys on how the
law is being implemented. So far, The Network has trained more than 500 advocates through
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both virtual and in-person trainings, and more than 80 law enforcement officers and civilian
staff on the law throughout Illinois.

Karina’s Law included changes to civil and criminal orders of protection under the Illinois Domestic
Violence Act, and the Illinois Criminal Code to:

o Clarify existing language in lllinois law to allow a judge to issue a search warrant when
granting the firearm remedy, to ensure consistent firearm removal enforcement across the
state

e Give judges the option to require firearm surrender to occur during service of an emergency
order of protection

e Close aloopholein previous statute and only allow transfer of firearms to a third party after
firearms were removed or surrendered to law enforcement

“l was proud to support Karina’s Law, which brought about long-overdue reforms,” said Cook
County Sheriff Thomas J. Dart. “The changes that came as a result of Karina Gonzalez’ senseless
and tragic death will help protect victims of domestic violence for years to come, particularly as we
continue our work to strengthen and expand these critical protections.”

"The Chicago Police Department will always work to protect the survivors of domestic violence and
hold accountable the offenders responsible for these reprehensible crimes," said Chicago Police
Superintendent Larry Snelling. "Karina's Law has bolstered these efforts and provided tangible
safeguards that prioritize the safety of domestic violence survivors and their families."

A next step to continue implementing Karina’s Law includes securing the passage of a trailer
bill, SB 3329, in the Illinois General Assembly. The technical bill would clarify the Karina’s Law
statute by:
e Aligns firearms relief in both the surrender order and search warrant to be applied
consistently for all petitioners
e Clarifies existing criminal penalties for violating a third party firearm transfer process
e Provides that law enforcement take reasonable steps to inform the petitioner they are
seeking a change to the search warrant beforehand so they can better safety plan and
provide additional information

So far, the bill has passed the Illinois Senate with bipartisan support, and awaits consideration by
the House Gun Violence Prevention Committee. The bill is supported by The Network: Advocating
Against Domestic Violence, Legal Action Chicago, the Illinois State’s Attorney Association, and
domestic violence and gun violence advocates from across Illinois.

"Karina’s Law has been about ensuring domestic violence survivors can get the protection they
need from the courts to feel safe,” said Sen. Celina Villanueva (D-Chicago), the chief Senate
sponsor of SB 3329. “l am proud my Senate colleagues passed the Karina’s Law trailer bill with
votes from both sides of the aisle to improve upon the important work being done in recovering
firearms and protecting survivors and their families from dangerous situations.”

"No one should have to live in fear of firearms because of gaps in our laws,” said Rep. Maura
Hirschauer (D-Batavia), the chief House sponsor of SB 3329. “l was proud to champion Karina’s
Law for many years as we fought to get it passed, and | am proud to continue this work through this
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trailer bill. This trailer bill would better protect all domestic violence survivors and their families by
adding needed clarity to the law, and | urge my House colleagues to support this bill just as our
Senate counterparts did.”

“We are proud of the work done so far in Chicago and Cook County to be leaders on enforcing and
implementing Karina’s Law, and will continue this work across the state to ensure Illinois remains a
leader in the fight against domestic gun violence,” Pyron of The Network: Advocating Against
Domestic Violence said. “We urge the Illinois General Assembly to continue this work by passing
the Karina’s Law trailer bill (SB 3329) as soon as possible.”
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The Network is a group of 55 partner organizations dedicated to improving the lives of those
impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and advocacy, and connecting
community members with direct service providers. The Network also acts as the administrator of
the Illlinois Domestic Violence Hotline. Learn more at www.the-network.org.
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