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2026 Cook County budget lowers funding for domestic violence service
providers from 2025 levels

CHICAGO — Cook County commissioners approved the 2026 Cook County budget
Thursday, with 42 percent fewer dollars allocated to domestic violence service providers
compared to 2025.

As part of its budget process, Cook County Board approved re-allocating $1.24 million in
funds from other American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars to domestic and sexual violence
programs for 2026 in October. That shift amounts to a 42 percent cut in funding: from $2.17
million for services in 2025, to $1.24 million for services in 2026.

The decrease comes as demand for services remains higher than ever: The Illinois Domestic
Violence Hotline received 59,704 contacts statewide — a record-breaking year. Cook County
alone counted 30,010 contacts, nearly half of the statewide totals.

Housing remains the No. 1 need requested by survivors contacting the Illinois Domestic
Violence Hotline. In Cook County suburbs, there were no beds or cribs available in suburban
shelters for 188 days in 2024.

Legal advocacy and legal aid services are the most common service provided by Cook
County domestic violence organizations, but there continues to be demand that outpaces the
availability of these services, particularly in Cook County suburbs.

“Our community remains committed to preserving essential county-funded services—
including shelter, legal advocacy, and case management—beyond the temporary support
provided by one-time ARPA dollars,” said Amanda Pyron, President and CEO of The
Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence. “While we appreciate the reallocation of
ARPA funding in 2026, sustained investment in survivor services across all levels of
government is more critical than ever as we face reductions in federal support.”

County dollars first went to domestic violence organizations starting in 2023, with the influx
of COVID relief dollars like ARPA. Overall, Cook County funded $5.2 million in services
for domestic violence survivors from 2023 through 2025.

In its budget advocacy campaign, The Network advocated for an increase from $5.2 million

over three years to $9.6 million for gender-based violence funding. The increase was

intended to support legal aid and advocacy programs in suburban and Domestic Relations
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courthouses, as survivors face a dearth of services in those courthouses compared to the
Domestic Violence courthouse, located at 555 W. Harrison in Chicago.

“We will continue to work with President Preckwinkle’s office and the Cook County Board
of Commissioners to secure sustained funding to protect survivor access to services
throughout Cook County,” Pyron said.
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The Network is a group of 45 member organizations dedicated to improving the lives of those
impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and advocacy, and
connecting community members with direct service providers. The Network also acts as the
administrator of the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline. Learn more at www.the-network.org.
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