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Proposed Chicago FY26 budget cuts 43% of funding for support to domestic
and sexual violence survivors

CHICAGO — Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson released the proposed FY26 City of Chicago
budget on Thursday, with a 43 percent decrease in city funding for gender-based violence
survivors and service providers.

“With domestic violence homicides up 30 percent compared to 2024, Mayor Johnson has
made the dangerous decision to cut funding by more than 40 percent — cutting lifelines to
survivors — while doubling down on failed programs like the Chicago Police victim specialist
roles,” said Amanda Pyron, president and CEO of The Network: Advocating Against
Domestic Violence (The Network).

Most of the cuts stem from the loss of federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding,
which was scheduled to be spent down by end of 2025. The other cuts are decreases from the
city’s Corporate Fund and expenditures from the city’s surcharge on vacation rental homes,
like Airbnb and VRBOs. The Network advocated for largely level funding for the sector, at
$22.8 million, with three identified alternative revenue sources to make up the loss of ARPA
dollars.

Funding for gender-based violence program is administered by the Chicago Department of
Family and Support Services (DFSS). DFSS has supported programs like the Survivor Fund
— the country’s largest cash assistance program for survivors of gender-based violence, as
well as legal services, counseling and advocacy services, housing and shelter programs,
prevention education programs and more.

This proposed decrease comes as survivors and the gender-based violence service community
is facing a perfect storm of difficulties:

e 43 domestic violence homicides this year (a 30 percent increase from 2024)

e arecord-setting 18,830 contacts from Chicagoans to the Illinois Domestic Violence
Hotline

e 130 days without shelter beds and cribs available to domestic violence survivors in
Chicago

e year-over-year decreases in federal funding for survivor-centered services, and;

e the increased presence of federal immigration authorities throughout Chicago that
deter survivors from reaching out for support
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“We cannot trumpet lower rates of crime in Chicago overall and promote solutions for
community safety and public health without recognizing the increase in gender-based
violence and the need for funding services,” Pyron continued. “We will continue to advocate
the Mayor’s Office, the City Council and civic leaders to amend the proposed budget to
increase funding for gender-based violence services in the final budget.”
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The Network is a group of 45 member organizations dedicated to improving the lives of those
impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and advocacy, and
connecting community members with direct service providers. The Network also acts as the
administrator of the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline. Learn more at www.the-network.org.
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