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FY26 GOOK GOUNTY BUDGET PRIORITIES

for the gender-based violence services community

Funding gender-based violence services in Cook County remain critical to maintain as survivor
needs increase: Last year, the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline received 30,010 contacts
from Cook County residents — a 22% increase from 2023.* Since 2023, the County has provided
$5.2M in funding for gender-based violence services through ARPA funds that are set to expire.?
But the County Board has the power to continue funding these services and sustain programs.

We're asking for an increase in funds from $5.2M to $9.6M to better meet survivor needs for
legal support, crisis intervention, housing, counseling and more.

INCREASE FUNDING FOR DV INTERVENTION & SUPPORT SERVIGES INITIATIVE TO $9.6M

The Domestic Violence Intervention & Support Services Initiative is a wide-ranging grant
program that funds service providers within four general areas of need: counseling, legal
support, advocacy support and housing. Our community needs increased funding, from $5.2M
to $9.6M through this initiative to continue meeting survivor needs in a variety of ways while
there continues to be increased need.

Services through the DV Intervention & Support Services Initiative

Legal advocacy services » Legal aid services

Emergency and crisis assistance Rental and utility assistance
Housing placements in hotels Support groups

Individual therapy Community education and outreach
Safe exchange and visitation Permanent supportive housing

INCREASE FUNDING FOR LEGAL RID & LEGAL ADVOCAGY

Increase funding for survivors to access legal aid and legal advocacy services by $4.4M:
$2.2M for legal aid, and $2.2M for legal advocacy. Survivors involved in the court system could
be seeking justice from criminal court, getting an order of protection from the Domestic
Violence Division, or getting an order of protection as part of their divorce case in Domestic
Relations Division.

Advocates and attorneys are stretched thin in supporting survivors in all divisions. An
additional $2.2M could fund as many as 36 new legal support roles: 12 attorneys, 4 paralegals,
and an additional 15 to 20 legal advocates. This increase should fund more support for victims
in suburban courthouses and in the Domestic Relations Division, where there are fewer
advocates and attorneys compared to the Domestic Violence Division. It would also alleviate the
need for Clerk's Office staff or other court staff from helping victims seeking orders of protection
or other legal matters.

Madeleine Behr, Deputy Director of Policy & Systems Advocacy, mbehr@the-network.org




SUPPORT CONTINUED FUNDING FOR HOUSING

To escape violence, survivors need a safe place to go, but
there is an acute shortage of housing options. IL Domestic FOR 188 DAYS IN 2024 THERE WERE

Violence Hotline data from 2024 found housing remains the “0 nvnlmnlE
top need for survivors?

More than 6,630 days of crisis housing were provided to
670 survivors via the Safe Stays hotel program in 2024,
including 292 adults, 328 children and 50 pets in Cook
County, for a cost of nearly $800,000.*

Cook County does fund some housing assistance, but there BEns on cnl Bs

continues to be strain: There were 188 days in Cook County | IN SUBURBAN SHELTERS
suburbs (excluding Chicago) without beds or cribs. “Includes all Cook suburbs, no Chicago

SYSTEMIC BARRIERS & BUREAUGRATIC NEEDS

While the gender-based violence community needs funding to support its work in the
community, County officials should expand on its work in recent years to improve staffing
and resources within county agencies to support survivors.

This work should include:

« Fully implementing the recommendations from the 2022 Committee on Domestic
Violence Court®

« Improving staffing of the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court, to support needs of pro se
litigants, and support data gathering and tracking of orders of protection cases

» Staffing the Cook County Sheriff's Office to improve civil service rates of orders of
protection, so orders of protection are more meaningful for survivors

« Staffing the Special Victims Unit and Victim Witness Unit at the State's Attorney's Office to
comply with the requirements of the Pretrial Fairness Act and Karina's Law

« Ensuring there are enough judges to staff the Domestic Violence Division during late duty
and after-hours OP program

1. See page 16 of Measuring Safety Vol. 3: Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https://www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025

2: Cook County Domestic Violence grants: https.//www.cookcountyil. gov/news/cook-county-recognizes-domestic-violence-awareness-month-
approves-900000-new-grant-funding

3: See pages 22 & 25 of Measuring Safety Vol. 3: lllinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https://www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025

4: See page 42 of Measuring Safety Vol. 3: lllinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https.//www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025

5: See Committee on Domestic Violence Court: Final Recommendations, 2022. https://www.legalaidchicago.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/DV-
Committee-Final-Report.pdf

Madeleine Behr, Deputy Director of Policy & Systems Advocacy, mbehr@the-network.org




