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Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2025

HOW TO SET UP YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE FOR THE NETWORK

We are so honored by your commitment to The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence
during this Domestic Violence Awareness Month. As an advocate for The Network, you speak
with our voice in the community. Your willingness to help The Network thrive in our efforts to
support survivors of gender-based violence and their loved ones makes all the difference.

The steps below will show you how to make your own fundraising page.
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\ BECOME A FUNDRAISER
Click the purple Become a Fundraiser

button in the center of the header
image.

Step Two
Start fundraising

Click “As an individual” in the next
box.
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Step Three

If you have a GoFundMePro/Classy account, please click Sign In and login using your credentials.
Otherwise, please select “Create an Account.”

Step Four

Fill in the fields on the “Create your page” pop-up window.
Step Five

Upload a photo.

WHAT'S NEXT?

Once you have created your fundraising campaign page, you will have access to a Manage
button at the top of the page. This will allow you to edit your fundraising page, send project
updates to your donors, and access donor ask and donor thank you templates. The templates
have been written to get you started, but a personal story will go a long way towards
encouraging your constituents to give! Templates are also included in this document for your
convenience.

If you have any questions or issues setting up your fundraising campaign, please contact Aaz
Ehmke, Director of Development & Communications, at aeshmke@the-network.org.




Template for Donor Ask

Subject: Your Voice Matters: Stand Up for Survivors This October!
Email Body:

As October marks Domestic Violence Awareness Month, I'm reaching out to invite you to join me
in making a meaningful impact for survivors of gender-based violence. As a proud community
member of The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence, | believe we can change lives
together.

I've launched a fundraising campaign to support The Network's vital work. I invite you to visit my
fundraising page [link to your fundraiser here] and consider donating. My goal is [Your
Fundraiser’'s Goall, and with your support, | know we can achieve it!

The Network is committed to strengthening the safety net for survivors of gender-based violence
via their programs, including:

e The Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, a 24/7 support system offering safety planning and
crisis support in over 240 languages. With over 60,000 calls, texts, and chats each year, it's
often the first step toward safety for many.

e A Policy, Research, and Advocacy team that drives systemic change, like the two-year
campaign that led to the passage of Karina's Law, and Measuring Safety, our groundbreaking
report that ensures survivors' experiences guide real solutions.

e The Survivor Fund, offering emergency cash assistance to help survivors escape violence
and regain stability. Since 2020, it has helped over 5,800 individuals move from crisis to safety
with more than $6.3 million dispersed.

e Our Housing Advocacy team, fighting to keep survivors housed and safe. Our team works
tirelessly to prevent eviction and expand access to supportive housing for those escaping
domestic or sexual violence.

e The Capacity Building team trains over 3,000 people annually to recognize, prevent, and
respond to gender-based violence, shaping a future where this violence is no longer
tolerated.

Every donation, no matter how small, helps us provide critical services and advocacy for those
affected by gender-based violence. Together, we can empower survivors and work toward a
future free from violence. Your contribution is not just a donation; it's a commitment to a safer,
more supportive community. Giving online is quick and secure, and every dollar truly makes a
difference.

Thank you for standing with me and The Network in this vital mission. Together, we can be a
voice for those who need it most.

Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]



Template for Thanking Donors

Subject: Thank you for standing with survivors!
Email Body:

Dear [Donor's Namel,

From the bottom of my heart, thank you.

Your generous gift to my fundraising campaign for The Network: Advocating Against Domestic
Violence means more than words can express. You're not just helping me reach a fundraising
goal; you're showing up for survivors of gender-based violence and helping to create real, lasting
change in our communities.

This is a deeply personal and important cause, and knowing that you're part of this journey with
me fills me with hope. Every dollar raised supports life-saving resources, advocacy, and healing
for those who need it most.

I'll keep you updated on our progress throughout the month. In the meantime, | encourage you to
learn more about The Network and the incredible work they're doing. Here's just one powerful
story from an Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline VIRA that speaks to the heart of their mission:

‘I received a call from a man who was a victim of domestic violence. The person causing him harm
was leveraging his legal status against him and, as his boss, used it to financially abuse him by
‘garnishing” his wages. With only a minimal amount of income for his personal expenses, he had no
way of saving up to be able to leave. He also did not speak English which made it even harder to find
assistance. After assessing his safety, | commended his bravery for calling and seeking assistance. |
continued with the referrals that would help him leave, starting with shelter. After a quick search, |
was able to find an available space at a domestic violence shelter and transferred his call for an
intake.”

Thank you again for your compassion and support.
With deep gratitude,

[YOUR NAMEI



Fundraising Strategies

Use these tips to successfully reach your fundraising goal. Your family and friends can
help you support survivors of gender-based violence through giving.

Make the Ask

Share your fundraiser within your network, @\

especially on social media sites. 6

Make personalized asks for people you have a
strong relationship with.

Craft a Message

Add your own story to create a stronger
impact on potential donors.

Explain why domestic violence is an important
cause to you.

Thank Donors

Provide updates on your fundraising progress
and on your marathon training.

Thank your supporters who donated with a
personalized message.



