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Statement from Amanda Pyron, President & CEO of The Network: Advocating 
Against Domestic Violence, on ICE activity at Chicago’s Domestic Violence 
Courthouse 

CHICAGO - “Our community is outraged and heartbroken with the arrival of 
federal immigration agents coming to the Domestic Violence Courthouse in 
Chicago. This decision to conduct ICE raids at a courthouse – filled with 
vulnerable domestic violence survivors and their families seeking justice and 
safety from the legal system – is deplorable. These raids aren't creating safety – 
this is fearmongering and traumatic for survivors of domestic violence and their 
families. 

“These actions by the Trump administration not only harm victims and their 
families today; these actions will undermine survivors’ trust in our legal system to 
be a resource to them and will discourage survivors from coming forward if they 
fear immigration will be at their next court hearing and take their loved ones. We 
commend the rapid response today from the domestic violence services and 
immigration rights communities to support clients and their families in crisis 
because of ICE activity.” 

 

Resources and Updates for Survivors Navigating Court  

For survivors who had planned to seek help at the 555 W. Harrison courthouse in 
the coming days, we encourage you to file for orders of protection online and 
contact the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-877-863-6338 to get 
connected with legal advocates. The Illinois Legal Aid website has information 
about how to get started with the paperwork and can connect you with legal 
support: https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/starting-case-get-
order-protection. Survivors will need to be able to log into a Zoom account to 
connect with a judge remotely. Zoom instructions can be found in English and 
Spanish at the Cook County Court website. For individuals with follow up 
hearings over the coming days, please reach out to the Clerk’s office for virtual 
hearing details: (312) 603-5030.  
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For survivors seeking additional support, please contact the Illinois Domestic 
Violence Hotline at 1-877-863-6338 by call or text, or go to our website at 
www.the-network.org. Our team is on hand to support more callers and texters 
than anticipated today, given the action taken by ICE and the Trump 
administration. We encourage survivors and their loved ones to access 
information, legal support or other needs from the Hotline.” 

We also encourage survivors to contact the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Hotline at 1-855-435-7693 to report ICE activity, locate someone 
in ICE custody, connect with immigration legal support, and more. More 
resources can be found at ICIRR’s website: www.icirr.org/resources.” 
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