
FY26 CHICAGO BUDGET PRIORITIES
for the gender-based violence services community

Keep funding intact at $4.8M for FY26. Largely
funded by Chicago's Department of Family and
Support Services, the Survivor Fund provides direct
financial assistance to survivors of gender-based
violence. These funds are spent on basic needs such
as rent, food, utilities, and transportation. The fund
served 3,994 Chicago resident survivors in 2024,
with one-time $1,000 cash assistance.
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More than 96% of Survivor Fund recipients in 2024
identified as people of color, and 89% identified as
women. 68% of recipients had children.4

SURVIVOR FUND

83%
61%

Survivor Fund grant recipients who
responded to a survey reported:2

an improvement in their
safety due to their grant

of respondents were either 
already connected to
services or learned about
resources through the
application process

As the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds end in FY25, this gap places survivors of gender-
based violence without the services they rely on for safety. In FY25, ARPA dollars made up
$5.6M of the total $21.3M budget for gender-based violence services. But the Mayor and City
Council have the power to ensure survivors’ needs remain a priority.

We’re asking for largely level funding from FY25 to FY26: $22.8 million, with recommended
revenue options to cover $5.6M from ARPA, and a small increase in housing programs to
accommodate survivors impacted by recent federal changes. The top needs from Network
members: cash assistance via the Survivor Fund, legal aid, counseling, advocacy and housing. 

HOUSING

Madeleine Behr, Deputy Director of Policy & Systems Advocacy, mbehr@the-network.org

FOR 130 DAYS IN 2024 THERE WERE

IN CHICAGO DV SHELTERS
A 5% INCREASE OVER 2023

Fund housing programs at $5.3M for FY26, including hotel
program, rapid rehousing and shelter. To escape harm,
survivors need a safe place, but there is an acute shortage
of housing options, and housing remains the top need for
survivors calling the IL Domestic Violence Hotline.  1

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
Continue sustained funding of $500K for FY26 for the
Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline. More than 18,000
Chicagoans reached out to the Hotline in 2024 for housing,
legal help, counseling and more. In 2024, the Hotline also
doubled the number of direct referrals to community
services compared to 2023.



REVENUE OPTIONS TO FILL FUNDING GAP:

Madeleine Behr, Deputy Director of Policy & Systems Advocacy, mbehr@the-network.org

1: See page 25 of Measuring Safety Vol. 3: Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https://www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025
2-4: Measuring Safety Vol. 4: Survivor Fund, to be released August 2025, https://www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025
5: See page 287 of FY25 Budget Ordinance https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/obm/supp_info/2025Budget/2025_Ordinance_Book
6 : See CPD Victim Services presentation to the City GBV Task Force, July 30, 2025.
7: See page 18 of Measuring Safety Vol. 3: Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https://www.the-network.org/measuring-safety-2025

Shifiting these dollars to legally confidential and community-based roles for service providers
makes sense because these providers already do the work the CPD Office of Crime Victim
Services is starting. While CPD has budgeted for 55 specialist roles, 31 positions remain
unfilled.  Survivors are also increasingly reaching out to community-based resources: In 2024,
calls from Chicago residents to the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline increased 17% from
2023, and has increased 78% since pre-pandemic 2019.
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INCREASE THE EXISTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOMESHARE TAX FROM 2% TO 4%

Keep funding intact at $4.55M for FY26.
As survivors continue to be impacted by
changes to legal aid, legal advocacy and
counseling funding at the federal level,
the City must continue investment to
ensure survivors have access to quality
legal and counseling services.

LEGAL SERVICES & COUNSELING
Even with (recent City) investment, legal
aid agencies regularly have to turn away
clients due to capacity limits; any more
funding cuts will be devastating to
potential clients seeking remedies for
emergency and long-term safety.

– City grantee and Network member that provides legal aid

Keep funding intact at $761K for FY26.
Prevention programs for Chicago youth are
necessary to prevent future harm.

One grantee reporting offering comprehensive
sexual violence prevention workshops to 1,761
high school students on the West Side. City
funding also supported the creation of
curriculum for special needs classrooms, and
training for staff at City Colleges. 

PREVENTION EDUCATION 

83%

75%

1 Prevention Education grantee reported:

of high school students reported a
stronger understanding of sexual
violence

of high school students knew of at
least 2 resources available to
them if they or a friend
experienced harm.

INCREASE THE EXISTING CHICAGO HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX

Increasing the homeshare tax would help mitigate the funding shortage and provide crucial
housing and supportive services to survivors. This is a specific hotel tax surcharge assessed
on vacation rentals, like Airbnbs or VRBOs, and can fill the budget gap in social safety net
funding for survivors.

DIVERT $3.9M IN FUNDING FROM CPD OFFICE OF CRIME VICTIM SERVICES  5

Increasing the hotel accommodations tax would mitigate this funding shortage. This is a
specific hotel tax assessed on hotel properties only and can fill the budget gap in social
safety net funding for survivors.


