
Community
Legislative Priorities

Survivor Pathway to Independence (HB 2682)
Sponsor: Rep. Lilian Jiménez

TANF’s Family Violence Option waiver and crisis assistance funding are
crucial tools for survivors. HB 2682 streamlines the domestic and sexual
violence screening process and allows for self-attestation for the family
violence option. It also integrates crisis assistance funding applications
and increases payment caps for when eligible applicants apply for TANF. 

Survivor Financial Freedom (HB 3352/SB 2283)
Sponsors: Rep. Kelly M. Cassidy, Sen. Kimberly A. Lightford 

Coerced debt is a non-consensual, credit transaction(s) that occurs in
relationships where there is economic abuse, a common tactic to control a
survivor’s ability to obtain financial freedom and self sufficiency. HB
3352/SB 2283 amends the Collection Agency Act by adding coerced debt
provisions to protect survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault and
trafficking who have incurred debt as part of their abuse. 

RTA Survivor Transportation Program (SB 5/HB 3778)
Sponsors: Sen. Ram Villivalam, Rep. Eva-Dina Delgado

The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Survivor Transportation Pilot
Program distributed more than 16k pre-paid Ventra cards to survivors of
domestic and sexual violence in its first year. This omnibus transportation
package includes a provision to continue the program to facilitate
financial empowerment and safety for thousands of Illinois survivors
traveling in the RTA region.

Codifying the Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline (SB
1470/HB 2774)
Sponsors: Sen. Villa,  Rep. Barbara Hernandez

The IL DV Hotline is currently operated by The Network and responded to
just under 60,000 contacts in 2024, providing essential information,
referrals, and crisis intervention for survivors. HB 2774 amends the
Domestic Violence Shelters Act to codify the state’s commitment to
operating a statewide domestic violence hotline requiring the Illinois
Department of Human Services to contract with a qualified domestic
violence agency. 
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Protecting Survivors Reporting Act (HB 3311)
Sponsor: Rep. Mary Beth Canty 

HB 3311 creates an avenue for an expedited motion for dismissal of
lawsuits based on protected speech of gender-based violence. This
would stop the legal system from being used to silence or retaliate
against survivors reporting gender-based violence, including when the
alleged perpetrator is publicly named. 

JCA Domestic Violence Amendments (HB 3365)
Sponsor: Rep. Dave Vella

HB 3365 amends the Juvenile Court Act (JCA) to improve response to
families experiencing domestic violence. Some changes include
prioritizing placement of children with the adult survivor, importing an
existing “environment injurious” definition to clarify its meaning, and
providing a definition for “domestic violence.” 

Bill of Rights for the Homeless Act (HB 1429)
Sponsor: Rep. Kevin J. Olickal

HB 1429 prohibits the state and local governments from imposing fines or
criminal penalties against people experiencing unsheltered
homelessness for occupying or engaging in life-sustaining activities on
public property, with a few key exceptions. It also creates a “necessity
defense” for charges related to life-sustaining activities while the individual
was experiencing unsheltered homelessness.

Trauma-Informed Response to Human Trafficking Act   (SB
2323)

SB 2323 is the product of the Joint Human Trafficking Working Group. The
bill contains improvements to services for survivors of human trafficking,
responses by state agencies with survivors in their care or custody, and
creation of victim-centered, trauma Informed human trafficking
investigations and prosecutions. 

Sponsor: Sen. Julie A. Morrison


