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The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence Applauds
Enactment of Karina’s Law to Protect Domestic Violence
Survivors from Firearms

CHICAGO -Today, Gov. JB Pritzker signed Karina’s Law, legislation that strengthens
and clarifies the law regarding the firearm remedy in domestic violence orders of
protection.

Amanda Pyron, President and CEO of The Network: Advocating Against Domestic
Violence, released the following statement:

“Today marks a critically important step forward for domestic violence survivors
across lllinois. Thanks to Karina’s Law, survivors will have clear recourse to request the
removal of firearms when going to the courts, judges will have clear guidelines to act
upon those requests, and law enforcement will have clear guidance to carry out
firearm removals. When survivors go to the courts for protection, we must ensure that
protection works. Karina’s Law will help our justice system make good on that promise.

“On behalf of The Network, thank you to Gov. JB Pritzker, our sponsors Rep. Maura
Hirschauer and Sen. Celina Villanueva, as well as Senate President Don Harmon and
House Speaker Chris Welch. We would also like to thank Legal Action Chicago and the
more than 40 advocacy groups that made their voices heard on this issue, including
domestic violence advocates, gun violence prevention advocates, medical providers,
community groups, and many more.

“We are especially indebted to the family of Karina Gonzalez, including Manny and
Maria Alvarez, for their incredible advocacy in the wake of unspeakable loss. While this
legislation will not bring back Karina, Daniela, or the many others who have lost their
lives to domestic gun violence, it will absolutely save lives in the years to come.



“While today is a historic moment in the fight against domestic and gender-based
violence in our state, there is still more work ahead of us, especially with the
concerning actions from the incoming presidential administration and the post-
pandemic increase in domestic gun violence. The passage and signing of Karina’s Law
makes clear that our lawmakers in Illinois, from the local level to the state legislature
to the Governor, are taking action to ensure our state is a leader in the fight against
domestic violence. This law is a clear signal to survivors that they are believed, heard,
and trusted in addressing their needs as they escape the cycle of abuse. In Illinois, we
stand with survivors.

“We will work with the advocates, the courts, and law enforcement to ensure a smooth
implementation of Karina’s Law. We also look forward to continuing to collaborate with
lawmakers locally and in Springfield to provide the strongest possible protections to
survivors and their families.”

Karina’s Law, which takes effect in 90 days to allow for implementation in the courts,
clarifies and strengthens the law around the firearm remedy in criminal and civil orders
of protection. Provisions include:

¢ Making sweeping changes to the firearm remedy in both criminal and civil
orders of protection.

e Clarifying existing language in statute allowing a judge to issue a warrant when
granting the firearm remedy to ensure consistent firearm removal enforcement
across the state.

e Giving judges the option to require firearm surrender to occur during service of
an emergency order of protection.

o Closing a loophole in current statute by allowing transfer only after firearms
have been removed or surrendered to law enforcement or under certain
conditions.

Click HERE for more information about Karina’s Law, which is supported by domestic
violence advocates, gun violence prevention advocates, legal aid groups, law
enforcement officials, and medical professionals.
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The Network is a group of 40+ member organizations dedicated to improving the lives
of those impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and
advocacy, and connecting community members with direct service providers. Learn
more at www.the-network.org.
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