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Network Committees

Executive Director’s Roundtable Facilitated by Amanda Pyron
The Executive Directors Committee meet monthly. This committee is composed of executive

directors (or their appointees) of the membership. The Roundtable meets virtually every third
Monday from 10 - 11:30am. If you are interested in participating, email Amanda at apryon@the-
network.org.

Legal Advocacy Committee Facilitated by: Maralea Negron, Director of Policy, Advocacy and Research
The Legal Advocacy Committee convenes legal advocates and some legal aid attorneys who are

employed by non-profit direct-service agencies working with survivors of any kind of GBV (domestic
violence, sexual violence, and human trafficking). The committee aims to provide an opportunity to
engage in systemic advocacy, address challenges on civil, criminal, and criminalized survivor cases,
and facilitate communication and community between agencies. The Legal Advocacy Committee
meets virtually every fourth Tuesday from 2 - 3:30pm. If you are interested in participating, email
Maralea at Maralea at mnegron@the-network.org.

Policy Committee Facilitated by: Maralea Negron, Director of Policy, Advocacy and Research
The Policy Committee convenes Policy and Executive staff employed by non-profit direct-service

agencies working with survivors of any kind of GBV (domestic violence, sexual violence, and human
trafficking). The committee mobilizes organizations across our community to engage in legislative
outreach, organizing efforts and policy and advocacy strategies to address survivor needs. The
committee provides input on legislation at the city and state level, focuses on budget advocacy and
data collection. The Policy Committee meets virtually every third Thursday of the month from 10 -
11:30am. If you are interested in participating, email Maralea at mnegron@the-network.org.

Training Committee Facilitated by Meher Rehman, Director of Capacity Building

The training committee, co-chaired by The Network is made up of training staff from The Network's
member organizations. It essentially serves as a technical advisory and advocacy group committed
to strengthening training policies and practices in the gender-based violence realm. It seeks to
improve the knowledge, skills, tools and resources for GBV trainings, including the 40-hour DV
training, by member organizations through information sharing and demonstrative techniques. The
committee also has a strong advocacy mandate that uses an evidence-based approach to advocate
for changes in funding, accreditation, reporting and other policies influencing training delivery.
Member organizations, that are not part of the committee yet, are welcome to join this vibrant
platform committed to learning and educating. The committee meets virtually on every fourth
Tuesday of the month from 11 - 12:30 pm. If you are interested in participating, email Meher at
mrehman@the-network.org.

Communications Committee: Facilitated by Aaz Ehmke, Director of Development & Communications

The Communications Committee brings together communications and development staff from member
organizations to discuss joint communications and advocacy efforts, joint messaging, and to brainstorm
independent member organization communications strategies. The Communications Committee meets
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monthly on the third Wednesday of each month from 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm at the Ascend Justice office in

the Chicago Loop. If you are interested in participating, please contact Aaz Ehmke at achmke@the-
network.org.


mailto:aehmke@the-network.org
mailto:aehmke@the-network.org

