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The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence Celebrates 

Passage of Karina’s Bill by the Illinois General Assembly 
 

CHICAGO – The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence celebrated the passage of 

Karina’s Bill (HB4144), which passed the Illinois House of Representatives today in a bipartisan 80 

to 33 vote after passing the Illinois Senate last night. The legislation, which would strengthen and 

clarify the law regarding the firearm remedy in domestic violence orders of protection, now goes to 

Gov. JB Pritzker for his signature before becoming law. 
 
Amanda Pyron, President and CEO of The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence, 

released the following statement: 
 
“Karina's Bill is a critical step forward in protecting survivors of domestic violence from firearms. 

Survivors, judges, and law enforcement will now have clearer, stronger options to remove firearms 

from highly dangerous situations. Survivors seeking to leave violent relationships need to know that 

when they go to the courts for protection, that protection will work — especially when firearms are 

involved. Karina's Bill moves our state closer to that goal. 
 
"On behalf of The Network, thank you to the many domestic violence advocates, legal aid 

organizations, gun violence prevention groups, medical professionals, and more who advocated for 

this bill. We would also like to acknowledge the important role of law enforcement, especially Cook 

County Sheriff Tom Dart, in this process, and we appreciate law enforcement's continued 

engagement on this bill. And a big thank you to our sponsors, Rep. Maura Hirschauer and Sen. 

Celina Villanueva, who guided this bill through the legislative process while bringing all stakeholders 

to the table. 
 
"We would also like to thank the family of Karina Gonzalez for their tireless efforts to pass this 

legislation that grew from horrific family tragedy. Without the bravery of Karina's family, as well as 

survivors and their families across Illinois, this bill would not become law." 
 
Manny Alvarez, the son of Karina Gonzalez, released the following statement: 
 
"Karina and Daniela were beautiful, deeply loved people and we miss them every single day. On 

behalf of my family, I am honored to see this law, named for my mom, pass the General Assembly. 

Our hope is that this important change will give strength to survivors everywhere and help ensure no 

family ever has to experience this type of tragedy again.” 
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John Bouman, Director of Legal Action Chicago, released the following statement: 
 
"Karina's Bill will give important clarity to petitioners, advocates, legal counsel and judges on the 

options and procedures available within criminal and civil orders of protection. This is a significant 

step forward that will strengthen our justice system and give survivors more options to keep 

themselves safe. Thank you to Rep. Hirschauer and Sen. Villanueva for their diligent work on this 

issue that will help protect domestic violence survivors for years to come." 
 
Karina's Bill is named in honor of Karina Gonzalez and her daughter Daniela, who were shot and 

killed in 2023 despite Karina receiving an order of protection against her abuser. The legislation will: 
• Make sweeping changes to the firearm remedy in criminal and civil orders of protection. 

• Clarify existing language in statute allowing a judge to issue a warrant when granting the 

firearm remedy to ensure consistent firearm removal enforcement across the state. 

• Give judges the option to require firearm surrender to occur during service of an emergency 

order of protection. 

• Close a loophole in current statute by allowing transfer only after firearms have been removed 

or surrendered to law enforcement or under certain conditions. 

 
Click HERE for more information about the bill, which is supported by domestic violence service 

providers, gun violence prevention advocates, legal aid groups, law enforcement officials, medical 

professionals, and more. 
 

### 
 
The Network is a group of 40+ member organizations dedicated to improving the lives of those 

impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and advocacy, and connecting 

community members with direct service providers. Learn more at www.the-network.org. 
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