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After Another Horrific Murder, The Network: Advocating Against
Domestic Violence Calls for Judge Thomas Nowinski To Be
Reassigned from Domestic Violence Cases

CHICAGO - Yesterday, a woman was stabbed to death by her husband in Portage
Park, who then injured an off-duty police officer before taking his own life. According to
media reports, the man was previously charged in a separate attack against his wife in
October and prosecutors filed a petition to have him held in Cook County Jail pending
trial. However, Judge Thomas E. Nowinski denied the petition and released the
individual on electronic monitoring. Now, the woman is dead and a police officer is
injured.

Judge Nowinski was also at the center of the tragic murder of 11-year-old Jayden
Perkins by Crosetti Brand in March. A few weeks prior to the murder, Nowinski refused
to issue an order of protection to Jayden’s mother, who was told by Chicago Police to
seek order of protection after Brand sent threatening text messages and appeared at
Perkins’ home.

Today, The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence is calling on Chief
Judge Timothy Evans to reassign Judge Thomas Nowinski from the domestic
violence division and ensure Nowinski no longer presides over any domestic
violence cases.

“Judge Nowinski’s failure to protect the community has now resulted in two tragic,
preventable murders,” said Amanda Pyron, President and CEO of The Network:
Advocating Against Domestic Violence. “He has repeatedly shown he does not have
the judgment necessary to keep survivors safe, and at a minimum he must be
reassigned. When survivors go to the courts for protection, that protection must be
effective. Judge Nowinski has failed in that duty, and allowing him to continue to hear
domestic violence cases sends the wrong message to survivors across Chicagoland."

“We also strongly encourage the Pretrial division to review procedures for domestic
violence screening to ensure that judges have all necessary information to accurately
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understand risk, including recent petitions for orders of protection," said Pyron. "The
failure to provide correct information in this case proved lethal.”

The Network is a group of 40+ member organizations dedicated to improving the lives
of those impacted by gender-based violence through education, public policy and
advocacy, and connecting community members with direct service providers. Learn
more at www.the-network.org.
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