
2024 CHICAGO BUDGET PRIORITIES
for the gender-based violence services community

Keep funding levels intact at $6M for FY 2025. This
will ensure 6,000 survivors will be supported to
move from crisis to safety

Largely funded by Chicago's Department of Family
and Support Services, the Survivor Fund provides
direct financial assistance to survivors of gender-
based violence. These funds are overwhelmingly
spent on basic needs such as rent, food, utilities,
and transportation. 

More than 86% of Survivor Fund recipients in 2023
identified as people of color.2

SURVIVOR FUND
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Survivor Fund grant recipients who
responded to a survey reported:

an improvement in their
safety due to their grant

an improvement in their
emotional wellbeing

their funding had improved
their housing situation

of respondents were either 
already connected to
services or learned about
resources through the
application process

The end of American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funds could leave survivors without the services they
rely on for safety, justice and healing. However, the Mayor and City Council have the tools to
make sure survivor services do not fall off the funding cliff. 

Increase the existing Domestic Violence Homeshare Tax from 2% to 4% to mitigate the funding
shortage and provide crucial housing and supportive services to survivors. This is a specific hotel
tax surcharge assessed on vacation rentals, such as AirBnbs, and can fill the budget gap in social
safety net funding for survivors.

HOUSING

Maralea Negron, Director of Policy, Advocacy, and Research, mnegron@the-network.org

FOR 124 DAYS IN 2023 THERE WERE

IN CHICAGO DV SHELTERS
A 29% INCREASE OVER 2022

To escape violence, survivors need a safe place to go—but
there is an acute shortage of shelter and housing options.
For example, while Chicago is estimated to have at least 97
shelter beds, this pales in comparison to 17,972 calls from
Chicago to the Domestic Violence Hotline requesting
shelter last year.1 

An additional $5M should be provided for emergency
housing, including a roadmap for transition and permanent
supportive housing options.



REALLOCATE RESOURCES FROM THE CRIME VICTIM SERVICES UNIT
The Chicago Police Department has budgeted for 27 “domestic violence advocate” positions,
23 of which have not been filled.3 The funds for these positions should be shifted to legally
confidential and community-based advocate positions for service providers currently
doing this work. Survivors are moving away from exclusively law enforcement-based
responses to domestic violence: In 2022 CPD saw an 8% decrease in calls related to GBV,
which was part of a three-year downward trend. However, calls from Chicago to the
Domestic Violence Hotline increased 9% in that same period. 

Creating an alternative response to gender-based violence calls for service is a priority of the
Mayor’s Task Force on Gender-Based Violence and is supported by The Network.

Maralea Negron, Director of Policy, Advocacy, and Research, mnegron@the-network.org

1 See pages 22 and  24 of Measuring Safety Vol. 1: Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, https://the-network.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/Measuring_Safety_2023_ILDVH.pdf
2 See page 18 of Measuring Safety Vol. 2: Survivor Fund, the-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Measuring_Safety_2023_Survivor_Fund.pdf
3 Source: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/obm/provdrs/budget.html

In order to ensure there are no interruptions with services and lower staff turnover rates in a
sector with high rates of vicarious trauma, the administration can support service providers by
addressing the following:  

Delays in RFPs being released once announced  
Delays in receiving final contract  
Limitations on how funds can be spent 
Substantial delays in receiving payments, nonprofits are expected to float these funds  
Intense monthly reporting requirements  

82*% of Network members who currently receive or have received funding from the City of
Chicago report these issues. 

BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS IN PROVIDING SERVICES  

Chicago Advocacy Network for Hope (CAN Hope) is an initiative of the Chicago Children’s
Advocacy Center that is supported by The Network. CAN Hope will be a multi-agency,
multidisciplinary center that will provide a coordinated response to adult survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault, as well as human trafficking, that will give survivors
choices about how, or if, to engage law enforcement.

CAN HOPE

Funding for attorneys and legal services should be continued and expanded to meet the
need: $1.3M for FY 2025.  
Youth services funding should expand to address teen dating violence: $5M for FY 2025. 

YOUTH SERVICES AND LEGAL SERVICES

Ensure DFSS allocates available funds in the Domestic Violence Homeshare Fund to ensure
no gaps in services post-America Rescue Plan Act funding shortage: a total of $13.3M for
Survivor Fund, youth services, emergency housing, and legal aid and attorney positions. 

FUNDING STREAMS FOR SERVICES


