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What should I do if | am
experiencing sexual harassment at
my apartment?

Create a safety plan. If you
need help, call the Illinois
Domestic Violence Hotline

@ 1-877-863-6338

Decide if you want to
move to a new unit or
remain in your home.

Document what has

happened and decide if
you would like to report

what happened.
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Safety risks can be severe
because the perpetrator often
has unfettered access to your
unit.

Making this decision will
determine what legal
protections you should
access as you move forward.

There are many ways to
report sexual harassment,
including to law enforcement
and fair housing enforcement
agencies




SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN HOUSING

OVERVIEW

A SINGLE, SEVERE INCIDENT IS ENOUGH O'I
No one should have to feel unsafe in their home. .
Fair housing laws recognize that sexual harassment
against tenants can create a hostile environment—
even through a single incident.

PERPETRATORS FREQUENTLY
02 TARGET VULNERABLE PEOPLE
" Perpetrators often target tenants who are
behind in rent, living with disabilities, or likely
to have barriers to finding other housing.

PERPETRATORS ARE OFTEN IN 03
2 POSITIONS OF POWER AT A BUILDING =

This makes it harder for tenants to stay safe or
report the harassment because the perpetrator may
be an owner or property manager.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT OFTEN LEADS TO
04- ADVERSE HOUSING CONSEQUENCES

Reporting or turning down sexual advances can lead
to additional harm such as retaliation or eviction. The
law recognizes this and protects against it.
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What housing laws might protect me if |
experience sexual harassment?

Fair Housing Act (and other

local fair housing laws)

Illinois Safe Homes Act

Illinois Eviction Act
(affirmative defense for
violence)

Violence Against Women
Act’

"subsidized housing only
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Sexual harassment is prohibited
under the FHA as a form of sex
discrimination.

The SHA allows survivors of sexual
violence (which often includes
harassment) to terminate their
lease or change their locks.

The Eviction Act creates an
affirmative defense to an
eviction that is based on gender-
based violence.

VAWA protects survivors of
gender-based violence from
being evicted and also allows
survivors to transfer housing
with their subsidy.
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